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Reason for Report

To seek approval to formally enact and proceed with the land agreement to support the
delivery of the new secondary free school following recent planning approval.

Recommendations

Members are asked to approve the approve that the Council formally proceeds with the
land agreement to support the delivery of the new school, and to delegate the details of
the transaction to the Director of Economy, Director of Finance and Director of Legal
Service in consultation with the relevant portfolio holders.
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1 Background

11 By virtue of a Cabinet approval dated 19th November 2018, the Council resolved to
acquire the interests held by Brookhouse Group in OPLLP (to facilitate the construction of
a new Secondary Free School at Bloom Street), on the basis of agreed heads of terms.
Delegated approval was obtained to authorise the Director of Economy to approve the
final details of the transaction.

1.2 A delegated report was approved in November 2020 which set out the final terms of a
proposed lease agreement between the Council, DfE, SofS and Cranmer Education Trust
in respect to the subject land in and around Bloom Street, which enables the
development of a new secondary school.

1.3 Now that Planning approval has been obtained, this report seeks approval to formally
enact the option on the land agreements

2 Options/Alternatives

2.1 To enact the agreement with the Department for Education and the Cranmer Education
Trust to facilitate the delivery of a new secondary free school at this location in line with
the option agreement previously entered into in September 2020.

2.2 There is no other option available at this stage given the progress and approvals to date.
The Council could decide not to proceed, but this would put the new school programme at
risk and the borough would suffer form the lack of education placements and a new
guality education provision.

2.3 The preferred option is to proceed with the agreement as envisaged in the previous
agreements and approvals.

3 Consultation

3.1 Ward members have been previously consulted and are fully supportive of the delivery of
a new Secondary School at this location.

4 Financial Implications

4.1 Finance considerations associated with the land agreement are considered in the part b
report. (James Postle)
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Risk Assessments

The site is essential for the new school (confirmed as a requirement for the provision of
adequate school spaces). Other risks associated with the land agreement are
documented in the part b report. (Mark Stenson)
Legal Services Comments

The proposed recommended option is in line with the Cabinet approvals referred to in the
body of the report. External legal advice was obtained in relation to the proposed legal
arrangements to ensure that they are both appropriate and lawful. (Colin Brittain)
Co-operative Agenda

This decision will positively support the Council’'s Co-operative Agenda by working in
partnership with the Department for Education and Cranmer Education Trust to deliver a
new secondary school, which will aim to be multi faith and deliver the same high
standards as the Blue Coat School. The school will help to satisfy increasing demand for
secondary school places within the Borough.

Human Resources Comments

None.

IT Implications

None.

Property Implications

As contained within the report. (Peter Wood)

Procurement Implications

None — Property Transaction Only

Environmental and Health & Safety Implications

The proposals will facilitate the development of a new Secondary School at this location,
transforming what is currently a vacant and unsightly derelict site.

Equality, community cohesion and crime implications

This decision will positively support the Council’'s equality agenda by working co-
operatively with the Cranmer Education Trust to deliver a new secondary school which,
will aim to be multi faith and deliver the same high standards as the Blue Coat School.
The school will help to satisfy increasing demand for secondary school places within the
Borough.

Implications for Children and Young People

This decision will positively support Children and Young People by working co-operatively
with the Cranmer Education Trust to deliver a new secondary school which, will aim to be
multi faith and deliver the same high standards as the Blue Coat School. The school will
help to satisfy increasing demand for secondary school places within the Borough.
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Equality Impact Assessment Completed?
No, as the report relates to the detail of a land agreement only.
Key Decision

Due to the decision timelines it has not been possible to complete the key decision
references.

Background Papers

None.




